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Next year’s Gloucester Three Choirs Festival 
will be the 295th! No other UK festival can 
come near to that record of longevity. We 
have centuries of tradition to refer to and  
to respect, but the festival has survived so 
long through innovation, sometimes gentle 
and sometimes radical. My first festival as  
a chorister in 1969 was by the standards of  
the time an extremely pioneering festival,  
and a tradition of innovation has blossomed  
since then. 

We’re excited to be introducing some new 
initiatives for 2023 which we hope will 
broaden singing opportunities – you can 
find out more on the opposite page. Concerts 
will feature an exciting cantata called The 
Age of Aspiration by Graham Fitkin, and we 
will be replacing the Opening Service with 
a celebratory procession through the city 
with a host of local talent, culminating in 
a ceremony outside the Cathedral to mark 
the opening of the festival. There will be a 
children’s opera (The Happy Princess), and 
a lively family concert from Gloucester’s 
fantastic, nationally acclaimed Flowers  
Brass Band, who will be active throughout  
the festival. 

We will still offer our usual rich diet of choral 
and orchestral concerts, chamber music 
and wonderful cathedral services. We are 
proud to be welcoming two of the UK’s most 
prestigious orchestras: the Philharmonia 
and the BBC National Orchestra of Wales, 
and many guest musicians of the highest 
international repute including Roderick 
Williams, Marta Fontanals-Simmons,  
Martyn Brabbins and Zsolt-Tihamer Visontay. 

We will be honouring one of Gloucestershire’s 
greatest sons, Ralph Vaughan Williams, to 
close a year of national celebrations marking 
his 150th anniversary. The festival will 
include some of his finest works, including 
Sancta Civitas, Flos campi and his rarely 
performed opera The Pilgrim’s Progress. Ever 
synonymous with the festival, Edward Elgar’s 
extraordinarily vivid oratorio The Apostles 
and his heart-breakingly beautiful Violin 
Concerto will feature, and the three Cathedral 
Choirs will offer a passion by the only serious 
early eighteenth-century rival to J.S. Bach: 
Gottfried Stölzel. It is a work of extraordinary 
beauty, which deserves to be as well-known  
as the works of his great contemporary.

This is just the tip of the musical iceberg,  
but I hope I’ve whetted your appetite for 2023, 
and that you’ll be eagerly anticipating our 
full programme announcement next March! 
I warmly invite you to attend next year’s 
festival, much of which will take place in one 
of Europe’s most beautiful Cathedrals.

Adrian Partington
Gloucester Artistic Director

2023 
A PIONEERING YEAR! 

Full festival programme 
announced in March

Tickets on sale in April

Don’t miss the latest information 
– sign up to our mailing list at 
3choirs.org
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Three Choirs Festival Chorus
Our flagship choir, made up of around 
150 auditioned singers from across 
Gloucestershire, Worcestershire and 
Herefordshire, sings in four or five concerts 
each year. Auditions take place in early 
September and the Chorus rehearses 
frequently from mid-May. Repertoire  
in 2023 will include Vaughan Williams’  
Sancta Civitas, Elgar’s The Apostles and a  
new commission from Eleanor Alberga.

Three Choirs Festival Voices
An alternative to our auditioned Chorus, 

the Three Choirs Voices will sing one 
evening concert featuring Vaughan 

Williams’ Five Mystical Songs and Graham 
Fitkin’s Age of Aspiration. There will be two 

rehearsal routes – one for more experienced 
and confident singers with limited time,  
and one for those who welcome a slower  
pace of rehearsal. A great way to develop  
your choral experience and have a first  
taste of performing at the festival.

Three Choirs Festival Youth Choir 
2023 sees an expanded role for the Youth 
Choir as we mark the Vaughan Williams 
anniversary. Singers aged 14-25 are invited  
to join us in a performance of Flos campi  
with the BBC National Orchestra of Wales, 
and a special project in partnership with 
British Youth Opera as the chorus in Vaughan 
Williams’ The Pilgrim’s Progress.

What the Lark Saw
From the start of 2023, local musicians, 
composers and artists will be working with 
community groups spread across our three 
counties, inspired by the music of Vaughan 
Williams. Popup performances throughout 
the year will lead to the premiere of a new 
commission from Gloucestershire composer 
Liz Lane at the festival in July. Community 
groups and schools interested in taking part 
either in workshops or as part of the choir can 
register their interest at 3choirs.org/lark

BE PART OF THE THREE CHOIRS 
FESTIVAL – SING WITH US!
The essential ingredient of every Three Choirs Festival is local performers coming together 
from across our three counties to perform alongside the most exhilarating soloists and 
orchestras. In 2023, there are a host of ways to sing with us, whatever your experience.  
Find out more about all the ways you can get involved at 3choirs.org/join-in
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Wednesday 12 October

Walk: Down Ampney Round
£5 (walk approx. 10 miles) 
Gloucester festival chair Allen Prior leads 
the first of his public walks from Vaughan 
Williams’ birthplace, the picturesque Down 
Ampney, as part of his October challenge to 
cover 150 miles for RVW150.* 

Choral Evensong
4 pm Gloucester Cathedral  
Broadcast live on BBC Radio 3
A service of music by Vaughan Williams  
and his pupils, sung by Gloucester Cathedral 
Choir and directed by Adrian Partington

150th Birthday Concert
7.30 pm  Pittville Pump Rooms, Cheltenham 
£25, £20, £15
James Gilchrist tenor, Quentin Hayes baritone 
Cheltenham Chamber Choir 
Philippa Harrison piano 
The Carducci Quartet, Ben Sawyer conductor
Vaughan Williams Serenade to Music;  
  Five Mystical Songs; On Wenlock Edge;  

Three Elizabethan Songs
I Holst A Hymne to Christ
R Clarke Poem

We’re marking the anniversary of one Gloucestershire’s most famous 
sons both at the 2023 festival and in October with performances of 
some of his best-loved music, including the enduringly popular Tallis 
Fantasia, premiered in Gloucester Cathedral over a century ago. 

Thursday 13 October

Come And Sing
11 am – 5 pm  St Mary de Crypt, Gloucester  
£20
Ben Sawyer leads a day exploring Vaughan 
Williams’ Five Mystical Songs and Sun,  
Moon, Stars and Man as well as the foundation 
of  his famous fantasia, Tallis’ Third Tune.

Fantasias By Candlelight
7 pm Gloucester Cathedral  
£30, £25, £12
Sainsbury Royal Academy Soloists 
Clio Gould director
Vaughan Williams Fantasia on a Theme  
 by Thomas Tallis
Purcell Fantasia upon one note
Tippett Fantasia Concertante on a Theme  
 of Corelli

CELEBRATE VAUGHAN WILLIAMS’ 
150TH BIRTHDAY WITH US

* Details of further excursions to Wenlock Edge and  
other locations important to Vaughan Williams will  
be published online. 
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