
 

PRESS RELEASE    01.08.22 
 

Thrilling Three Choirs Festival Performances for Hereford 2022 

This year’s Three Choirs Festival has drawn to a thrilling close in Hereford, after eight days of choral concerts, 
chamber music, family events, theatre and more. The festival had something for everyone, from those seeking the 
splendour of a cathedral concert to the people relaxing with a drink at a late night performance and to the children 
dancing to the music from the bandstand in the festival village. Around 800 performers took part across the week, 
with almost 150 composers represented, over a third of whom are still alive today. 

This year’s festival brought a series of firsts: a first time for the festival village on Hereford Cathedral Close; the 
festival’s first ever mention on Woman’s Hour thanks to Luke Styles and Jessica Walker’s festival commission 
Voices of Power; an exhilarating first UK performance for Finnish conductor Emilia Hoving; and premieres of 
fourteen different pieces across the festival programme. In very few places can so many firsts be entwined with a 
rich 300-year history that above all values bringing together people from all walks of life to celebrate wonderful 
music. 

‘…Glorious waves of choral sound’ – The Times 

Hereford 2022 saw revivals of Dyson’s Quo Vadis and Dvořák’s Requiem, both rarely-performed works which were 
well received by festival audiences (‘The Three Choirs Festival does George Dyson’s Quo Vadis proud’ – Seen and 
Heard International; ‘The Three Choirs Festival Chorus superbly navigated Dvořák’s turning the music inward, 
becoming quiet devastation’ – bachtrack). A series of intimate chamber concerts augmented by morning and 
evening talks made up the day programme, including recitals by the Piatti Quartet, Fenella Humphries, and Mark 
Bebbington, while the festival bandstand gave the cathedral close a fantastic atmosphere, with people dancing to 
the music from Hereford Big Band and Hereford Folk Ensemble, among many others. The festival drew to a close 
with a superb performance of Elgar’s The Dream of Gerontius, movingly sung by Nicky Spence, Dame Sarah 
Connolly, Neal Davies and the Festival Chorus, with the Philharmonia Orchestra conducted by Geraint Bowen. 

Young performers were a real highlight of this year’s festival, with the headline festival commission Voices of Power 
sung by the Festival Youth Choir, the children from Gloucestershire Academy of Music giving an excellent 
performance at Tewkesbury Abbey, and a fantastic concert by the National Youth Orchestra of Wales conducted 
by Kwamé Ryan at Hereford Cathedral.  

Alexis Paterson, Chief Executive, said:  

‘I can’t emphasise enough how fantastic every single one of our performers, volunteers, staff and audiences have 
been this week. This coming together of so many people with a shared love of music, coupled with an abundance 
of warmth and friendship, is a very special thing and I know we’ll all be taking treasured memories away from this 
week. I’d like to say a huge thank you to everyone involved and the Hereford venues who’ve played host to our 
events, in particular Hereford Cathedral and the Cathedral School who host the heart of all our activity. I’m so 
proud of everyone involved and in particular of all of the new music and debut appearances we’ve been able to 
stage this year – it’s so vital that we keep on looking to the future.’ 

The Three Choirs Festival moves to Gloucester in 2023, where the music of Ralph Vaughan Williams will be 
celebrated in his 150th anniversary year. Before then, on the composer’s birthday itself this October, the festival 
will present two days of events showcasing some of his best-loved music, including the Fantasia on a Theme by 
Thomas Tallis. Full details are available at 3choirs.org. 
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More information from: 

Robert Convey 
Sales and Communications Manager, Three Choirs Festival 
robert.convey@3choirs.org | 01452 768928 
 
Available for interview: 
Alexis Paterson, Chief Executive 
Geraint Bowen, Hereford Artistic Director 
 
KEY DATES 

12 – 13 October 2022: Vaughan Williams 150th Birthday Celebration, Gloucester 
22 – 29 July 2023: Three Choirs Festival, Gloucester 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 

1. The Three Choirs Festival has its origins at the end of the 17th century in visits by the lay clerks of 
Gloucester, Hereford and Worcester to one another’s cathedrals for joint services and informal singing. More 
formal annual ‘music meetings’ can be traced back to around 1715 and have continued ever since, interrupted only 
by the two world wars and in 2020 the coronavirus pandemic, making this the oldest continuously running 
classical music festival in the world. The event rotates between the three cathedral cities on a three-year cycle. The 
next festival takes place in Gloucester 22 – 29 July 2023 and is the 295th Three Choirs Festival. 

2. The Three Choirs Festival Chorus is drawn from auditioned singers in and around Hereford, Gloucester 
and Worcester, with the largest contingent each year coming from the host city. Amateur choral singers have 
been taking part in the festival since the middle of the 19th century to augment the cathedral choirs of boy trebles 
and male altos, tenors and basses. In 2010, the Three Choirs Festival Youth Choir was established for singers aged 
14-25. 

3.  There are many ways to get involved with the Three Choirs Festival.  To find out more about opportunities 
to volunteer, auditioning for the Three Choirs Festival Chorus, joining the Three Choirs Festival Youth Choir, or 
performing on the Bandstand, please visit us at 3choirs.org/join-in 
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